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again we must see that Indian States find their due place. I
do not believe for a moment tnat the Indian Princes would
desire to ce a bar in the forward march of India.
" T'ruH is a matter which Indians will settle themselves. I
am very well aware cf tne minority problem in India. I think
all Indian leaders are realising more and more the need for
getting a settlement of these minority problems if India is to
have a smooth passage in future years and I believe that due
provision will be made for them in the constitution.
** Tiie Mission will certainly not neglect this point. But
you cannct make Indians responsible for governing themselves
and at the same time retain over here the. responsibility
for treatment ot minorities and powers of intervention on
their behalf,
" We are mindful too of the position of the services and
of the men who nave done great service to India- India
should be sensible of the responsibility she has to those who
have served her.
** A government which takes over the assets of the
government will also take over the liabilities. That again
is a point to te dealt with later on. It does not concern the
immediate setting up of the Instrument of Decision.
u With regard to the Treaty, we are not going to hang
out for anything for our own advantage whicn would be to
the disadvantage of India.
" Let rne stress again the crucial nature of the task before
us, Tnis problem is of vital importance not only to India
and the British Commonwealth and Empire, but to the world.
"In the mass of Asia, an Asia ravaged by war, we have
here the one country that has been seeking to apply the
principles of democracy. [ have always felt myself that political
India might be the light of Asia. It is a most unfortunate
circumstance that just at the time when we have to deal with
these great political issues there should be grave economic
difficulties, In particular we have very grave anxiety over
India's food supply.
" The House knows that the British Government are
deeply concerned in this problem and the Minister of Food
is now over in the United States with the Indian delegation-
We shall do our utmost to help India.
" I do not think I should refer to the social and economic